Worship in September

September 13

Forgiven People Forgive
. Farable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew T8:21-35)
Jesus tells a parable that overturns our instinct to measure forgiveness by what feels
fair. Peter asks how many times he must forgive, and Jesus responds with a story of a
sarvant Eurgiv:—en an impossible debt who then reluses Lo [nrgive. a small one, In the
Upside-Down Kingdom, mercy isn't rationed — it flows freely from those who have
recelved it As forgiven people, we are called to live out the same radical mercy that
has been poured out on us in Christ.

| eading people into a

rOWINg re]*l:lnship with £
s Christ, His followers, b

and His world.

September 20
Grace lsn't Fair - It's Better
Farable of the Workers in the Vineyard iMafthew 20:1-16)
Jesus tells the parable of the laborers in the vineyard — a story that unsettles our sense
= om of fairness and reveals the generosity of God. The workers hired at the end of the day
Thls Issue: recelve the same wage as those who labored from morning, not because they earned It,
but because the master delights in giving freely In the Upside-Down Kingdom, grace
Wi : ¢ -Dow Large Print Minlstry doesrf? fl::l.low our scorekeeping, It expckse_s envy, dismantles entitlement, and invites us
In the Gospel readings for September and October, PAGE 2 lo rejoice in the goodness of a God whao gives far more than we deserve.
|esus reveals a kingdom that overturns our

assumptions about mercy; fairness, repentance, and Ll Claspiﬁa_& el E::pten‘fther 2?
allegiance. Through parables and confrontations, He oy s Parable of the Two Sons and the Vinevard (Maithew 21:23-32)
shows us a God who forgives without limils, gives rE:-::,;Eri o8 W |o<us confronts the religious leaders ;-.rho question His authority, and He answers with a
with breathtaking generosity, calls sinners to real parable that exposes the difference between words and obedience. One son says *no”
repentance, patiently seeks His people, invites all to News and Events but later repents and dees his father's will; the other says “yes” but never follows
His feast, and claims our whole lives as those who FAGES through, In the Upside-Down Kingdom, repentance is more than talk — it is a change
bear His ima ge. St. John’s Lutheran of heart that becomes a change of life. Jesus calls us to the kind of authentic
This series Invites us to see the world — and - School repentance that shows up In what we de. net just in what we say
ourselves — through the eyes of the King. Each week, -
we meet a God whose ways challenge our instincts MiEEI?__“ Fﬂrm LA R G E P R I N T M I N I ST RY
and reshape our hearts. As we listen to Jesus, we HSES
learn again what it means to live as His forgiven, Disability Ministry
called, and beloved people in the Upside-Down HGES
Kingdom. Stephen Ministry LARGE PRINT MINISTRIES
PAGE10 Please join us
P Birthdays o
The Word of the Lord PAGE 11 world with sight

impairments

Why should we trust the Bible? How reliable is it? The
culture at large seems to adopt a skeptical approach to
Cod's Word. How do we respond to this? What does it
matter? This is the final installment in our summer

Anniversaries
PAGE T

We meet in room 10
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Every Monday and Friday

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS

Daily Bible Readings
PAGE 12

worship series, "You Asked For [t
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BIBLE CLASSES AND STUDIES
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Pastor Mike's Bible Class
The Book of Revelation

Fastor Mike is leading a Bible study series on the Book of
Revelation. What is the meaning of this book? What does it say
to us today? What are we to make of the striking images and
symbols? We will be going through the entire book in the
months ahead, seeking to understand and apply Jesus’ revelation
to John, and through him, to us today. We meet in Room 10 each
Sunday after worship at 11:00 AM.

Men's Bible Study

The Men's Saturday Morning Bible Study is currently studying
Paul's Letter to the Colossians. All men are welcome to join us
every Saturday morning in Room 10. Breakfast will be at 7:30 AM,
and the Bible study will be from 8:00-9:00 AM.

Women's Bible Study

The Women's Monday Morning Bible Study will resume on
Monday, September 14 in the Sanctuary from 10:00-11:30 AM. This
fall, we'll be studying the Book of Genesis, All materials will be
handed out at the start of the study. For more information,

= please contact Judi Rock at goalyee2041@egmail.com. All women

are welcome to join us!

Foundations: An Overview of the Christian Faith - starting September 9

What are the essential teachings of the Christian faith? What
do they mean in our lives and In our world today? Pastor Mike
will be leading a nine-session overview of the basic teachings
on Wednesdays at 7:00 FM starting on September 9 in Room 8.
This study in basic Christianity will cover all the essential
teachings, how they fit together into one compelling story, and
what they mean for our lives today:

This class is required for those who are interested in membership at 5L John's. But it is also
helpful for those who seek to better understand the Christian story in order to grow in their
faith and be better equipped Lo share it with others. [T you would like to participate, please
reach out to Pastor Mike or Kristy in the church office.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Join Us For Children's Churchl

All children ages preschool through 5th grade are C h - ld ?

invited to join us for Children's Church, an age-specific 1 re n S

time of teaching and fellowship during the main C H l i H

worship service every Sunday maorning.

The children will spend the first part of the service in the sanctuary, then join their teachers for
Children's Church in one of the classrooms. The children then rejoin their families for the last

part of the worship service. We are also looking for more adults and teens to help lead these
classes, so If you are interested, please reach out to Kevin at kevin@stjchnsnapa.org.

September 2 - Confirmation Information Night

It's almost Confirmation season again! 7" and 8" graders are
invited to our Confirmation Information Night on September 2 at
7pm in Room 10. This is designed for both student and parent as
we discuss what this year In Confirmation will locok like.

This month, Confirmation classes will meet on September 9,16, &
23 in Room 10 from 7:00-8:30 PM. If you have any questions or

desire to gel involved, please contact Kevin Mathison.

REGISTRATION CGPEN FO

September 30 - 7th & 8th Grade Fellowship Night

All 7th and 8th graders are invited to join us in the Farish Hall on
Wednesday, September 30 from 7:00 to 830 FM to kick off our
monthly fellowship nights! We'll enjoy games, snacks, and
fellowship as we dive into God's Word and talk about what it
means for our lives today If you have any questions, please
contact Kevin Mathison,

Tuesday Night High School Hangouts

Tuesday is Youth Night! Join us for an apologetics series to

better prepare ourselves for sharing our faith. Join us as i
we dive into the Word and have a little fun while doing sol ._\'
Invite a friend and come join us! We'll meet on Tuesday

nights from 7:00-8:30 PM in the S)L Library. For more HIGH SCHO( ""'
information, please contact Kevin Mathison.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

O1. JOHN'S LUTHERAN SCHOOL

tember 2 — Come Sing with th n ry Choirl
The Sanctuary Choir will have its first rehearsal of the 2026-27 season on
Wednesday, September 2 from 6:00-730 FM in the Sanctuary All are
welcome to join us - no prior experience necessary! For more information,
please reach out to Cholr Director Erin Blackwoaod or Kristy in the church
office.

September 12 - Memorial Service for Lois Johnson

W pive thanks for the life and faith of our dear sister Lois Johnson, who
passed from this earthly life into the presence of her Savior on Saturday,
August 15. A memorial service for her will be held on Saturday, September 12 at
1:00 PM in the Sanctuary, with a reception to follow in the Parish Hall. All at St
John's are warmly invited to attend. Please continue to lift up her husband Ron

and the rest of their family in prayer as they grieve her passing.

St John's, get ready.. our Ministry Fair is taking over Coffee Hourl On
September 13, Coffee Hour becomes a full-on celebration of the ministries g
that make our church family thrive. You'll get to meet ministry leaders, hear MINISTRY
their passion for serving, and learn why each ministry is so important to FA I R
the life of our church, This is vour chance to explore, connect, and
discaver where yvour gifts might make a difference. Come for the
fellowship, stay for the fun, and don't miss the surprises we have planned.

September 15 - Dine and Donate at Super Duper Burgers

5t. John's Lutheran School invites you to Dine and Donate with Super Duper
DIH & n HATE Burgers on Tuesday, Sept.emtrer 15. Just visit .the Super [Juper Burgers location

at 3900 Bel Aire Plaza D (in the Trader |oe's Shopping Center) any time from
10:30AM to 9:30 FM on September 15. Bring a tlyer (available in the narthex),
and Super Duper Burgers will donate 20% of all sales to support our school!

eat fell, dagood

September 26 - Memorial Service for Michele Arnold

Owr dear sister Michele Arnold went home to be with the Lord last month,
and a memorial service for her will be held on Saturday, September 26 at
10:00 AM in the 5t. John's Lutheran Sanctuary, with a reception to follow in
the Parish Hall. All at 5t John's are warmly invited to attend. Michele's
husband Ken is collecting memories and stories about her to share with
their young grandchildren; please send your stories about Michele to
marnoldgp@gmail.com.
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Blessings to you as we begin our 2026-2027 school year Cur time

together began this yvear with Registration Day on Thursday, August 13, PEHL PEHLE
How fun it was to have our students see one another and rekindle GoL

their friendships. On Monday, August 17, we hosted an Ice cream social 3% u
for all new fFamilies. Much laughter and giggles were shared as we got

to know one another.

School successfully began for the 2026-2027 school year on Wednesday, August 19, 2025. Back to
School Night was held on Tuesday, August 25, with the New Farent Informational Meeting at 5:00
prn and our first APT meeting beginning at &:00 pm followed by classroom presentations.

Some highlights for the month of September include:
September 3 - Minimum Day K-8; Faculty Meeting 1-3.30 pm
September 7 - Labor Day-No School or PALS

September 17 - Picture Day K-4, Preschool-Blue & Yellow
September 18 - Picture Day 5-8, Preschool-Red & Green
September 21-25 - Lutheran Schools Week

September 25 - Country Fair - 3:00-6:00 pm

In addition, Girls’ volleyball is in full swing. Please contact the school office if you would like a
schedule of games.

[ ask that you include our faculty and staff in your daily pravers:

Schoal Office - Kristal Broyles, Kristin Clayton
Admissions - Kristin Goller
Freschool Director - Joy Dahl
Preschool Blue Group - Diane Barbosa (teacher), Tonya Kerruish laide)
Preschool Yellow Group - Alice Pridmore (leacher), Sheree Moorhead laide)
Preschool Red Group - Tammra Knippen (teacher), Becky 5ims laide)
Preschool Green Group - Melissa Burmester (teacher), Lisa Thornton (aide)
Preschool PALS - Kati DeGuilio, Maureen Hall, Angie Maciel, Olivia Neal, Sue Straw, Nanette Williams
Kindergarten - Ayne Ondek
First Grade - Ashley Cloud
Second Grade - Megan Mathison
Third Grade - Shannon Lloyd
Fourth Grade - Justine Rollin
Fifth Grade - Jena Knoblock
Sixth Grade - Jessica Koen
Seventh Grade - Matt Uffmann
Eighth Grade - Karl Perna
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Kindergarten Aide - Casie Wood
Grade 1 and 2 Aide - Ramona Kaufmann
Grade 3, 4 and 5 Alde - Kell Manfred
Student Support Team - Jennie Peskett, Sam Calforda, Betsy Gewirz
Technology - CC Hayne-Regan
Music - Caleb Sinclair, Mike Newton
Art - Sandra Cassayre
Spanish - Angie Maciel
Physical Education - Johnny Pelfini
Theater - Sarah Kramer, Caleb Sinclair, Cindy Fowers
FALS - Ramona Kaufmann, Casie Wood, Dagmar Haugh

Coming in October...
October 1 - Enrollment Opens for the 2027-2028 School Year

Beginning Thursday, October 1 at 7:30 AM, applications will be accepted in the school office
for Preschool through &th Grade.

Download an enrallment application today at
wwwsljohnsnapa.org, visit the school office, or contact Kristin
Goller, Admissions Counselor, at 707-226-7970, Ext. 125;
kgoller@stjiohnsnapa.org.

¥ ENROLL!

Many classes fill quickly so we encourage people to take advantage of this opportunity. Flease
share this information with anyone who may be interested in 5t John's Lutheran Schoaol.
Please note, re-enrallment for current St John's families begins in February 2027,

October 21 - Kindergarten Information Night
Join us on Wednesday, Cctober 21 from 6:30-7:15 FM in the 5)L Kindergarten Classroom.
Meet the Kindergarten teacher and learn more about

. klndergarten curriculum

. Benefits of an SJL K-8 education

e What makes SJL a special place for families

This event is for adults only. Flease RSVP to Kristin Goller, Admissions
Counselor, at 707-226-7970, Ext. 125; kgoller@stjohnsnapa.org. Thank youl

" Please note: Children must be 5 years old by Septernber 1, 2027 to be eligible to enroll in
Kindergarten for the 2027-2028 schoal vear.

®IReady, Set,

S8T. JOHN'S LUTHERAN

MISSION FARM

Growing to Serve

Submitted by: Farmer Ted, AKA Pastor Ted

August was an incredibly busy month, We harvested 5296.5 |bs, of produce and sent them on their
way to the Napa Food Bank for distribution to families facing hunger. The total poundage to date is
13044 Ibs. We may be a bit light on our poundage goal for the year of 20000 |bs. (like the Valley's
grape crop as a wholel, but not for lack of trying. Each year has its own challenges,

A big THANK YOU! to the church-sponsored
Boy Scoul Troop 83 who came oul in mass
on August 22nd for an Eagle Scout Project at
the Farm. The project, under the leadership
of Eagle Scoul candidate Liam Johnson,
expands our Irrigation system, They ran two
hundred feet of 2-inch PVC pipe
underground and added six new irrigation
risers along the south ends of Fields 3 and 4
{behind where the corn was planted this
yearl. This project means we can irrigate the
south ends of these fields without having to
run hoses from the risers at the north end.
The photo above shows the machine rented to dig the trenches to bury the pipe deeply enough
so the tractor will not snag it when prepping the soll for planting. But not all work can be done by
a labor-saving device or without geltting dirty and sweaty! The other photos show the Scouts hard
at work installing the pipe.

The volunteers at the Farm will deeply miss Lois Johnson and her cheerful presence, gardening
experience, and devolion to the Farm's mission. Did | mention also her baked goods she brought
on Saturdays for the volunteers? But we have it on good authority (God's Word) that there is a
garden at God's palace where she can nurture God's plants and flowers to her heart'’s content. |
believe | speak for all of us that we are committed to keeping the earthly garden at church as
fruitful and lovely as she left it.



Inistry

Disability Awareness Sunday
September 27, 2026

The CNH District Disability Ministry Committee is inviting all the congregations throughout the

1sability

California-Nevada-Hawaii District to celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday on September 27,
2026. The congregations are encouraged to use this Sunday worship service and the fellowship
gathering to raise awareness of and reach out to people impacted by disabilities. 5t. John's
Lutheran Church in Napa will be participating in this event!

Estimates are that up to 80% of people with disabilities are unchurched and need the Good
Mews of Jesus. When they are welcomed and embraced in a congregation many blessings flow
Lo them as they learn of God's greal love and compassion for them. At the same lime, the
members of the congregalion discover thal people wilh disabilities also offer a wide variety of
gifts, talents, skills, and abilities which bring blessings to the Church.

The Special Needs Bible Class members are looking forward to hosting the Coffee Hour that
day To prepare for this event, they get together for a Baking Party They take get joy and pride
in being able to serve the people of 5t. John's! Disability ministry is only complete when people
with disabilities are not just recipients of care and service, but when they are also given
opportunity to serve within the worship and fellowship of the congregation and community!

Flease plan to be in the worship service that Sunday. You will be joining together with

members from congregations throughout the CNH District, opening their eves lo see ALL
people of their community and opening their hearts to welcome and fully include people with
disabilities and their families into the Body of Christ, the Church! |s there someone in your
neighborhood you can invite to come with you? A new family on the block? A longtime friend?

STEPHEN

MINISTRY

The Power of Validation

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” - Romans 15:13

Below is a story to show how a Stephen Minister can care for someane = by listening in a
non-judgmental, patient, accepting manner:

After their previous meeting, Andrew (the care receiver] was feeling more comfortable about
meeting with his Stephen Minister, Ben. Andrew had started to dig into his difficult feelings
about God and Faith, and he was encouraged that Ban had arrived right on time and stayed
focused throughout their meeting. Andrew was still uncertain, though, about how openly he
should share. Some of what he'd been thinking about his faith got into uncomfortable territory,
and he was worried that, it he let it all out, Ben might be shocked and condemn or dispute his
thoughts and feelings,

Andrew decided to go ahead and open up - and Ben remained relaxed and understanding. Ben
assured him that what he was thinking and feeling was a natural response to what he'd been
through: it didn’t mean he'd lost his faith. That gave Andrew the contidence to po deeper still
until he'd sald everything on his mind and heart, It felt good being able to say all that while still
feeling accepted.

As their meeting ended, Andrew told Ben, *l can hardly believe | could say those kinds of things
oul loud withoul being judged. Thanks so much for listening”

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen well. The definition of validation is the process of learning,
understanding, belleving, and accepting another person's thoughts and feeling about his or her
experience — and letting the other person know you've done so, which communicates that his or
her thoughts really do matter. Validation builds trust, strengthens relationships, and lets the other
person know its safe to continue sharing.

If you, or someone you know, would like to learn more about connecting with a Stephen Minister,
please contact Penni Cremen (707-483-9321) or Pastor Mike in the church office (707-255-0019),

Copyright © 2020 by Stephen Ministries



BIRTHDAYS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Psalm Old Testament New Testament
b Sllee R, Teresa Piies 1 |Psaim 1043135 Judges 13 Luke 21:29-38
2 | Luca Montes 2 Psalm 105:1-7 Judges 14, 15 Luke 22:1-13
3 Erika Boudreaux 3 Psalm 105:8-15 Judges 16, 17 Luke 22:14-23
4 Psalm 105:16-22 Judges 18 Luke 22:24-38
4 Hunter Jones, Parker Jones, Thane Knutson |16 | Grayson Cushing
5 Psalm 105:23-36 Judges 19 Luke 22:39-51
5 | Aidan Cushing, Shane Sikes 17 | Amanda Brady, Cathy Enfield 6 |Psalm 1193340 Ezekiel 33:7-11 Matthew 18:15-20; Romans 13:8-14
6 Xander Herrera 18 | John Clark, Kevin Dahl 7 Psalm 105:37-45 Judges 20:1-31 Luke 22:52-62
7 | Kaylani Bresee, Lisa De Young, Kevin 19 | Corrin Kornovich, Jaide Synder 8 | Pealm 10615 Judges 20:32-21:25 Luke 226371
Mathison, Stewart Mehrens 9 Psalm 106:6-12 Ruth 1 Luke 23:1-12
8 | David Fitzgerald, Seamus Vecera 21 | Justin Tews 10 [Psalm 10613-23 Ruth 2.3 Luke 23:13-31
11 Psalm 106:24-31 Ruth 4 Luke 23:32-43
9 | Troy Carey, Kevin Cootey 22 | Carl Hammond
12 | Psalm 106:32-39 1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 Luke 23:44-56
10 [ Brian Montes 23 [ Tracy Lamb, Madison Perna 13 | Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 Genesis 50:15-21 Matthew 18:21-35; Romans 14:1-12
11 | Stephanie Clark, Herbert Heil 24 | Lezlee Cootey, Christy Kramer 14 | Psalm 106:40-48 1 Samuel 2:12-36 Luke 24:1-12
15 Psalm 107:1-9 1S 13,4 Luke 24:13-27
12 | Nico D’Angelo, Joyce Dowiat, Bev 25 | Mikey Frey, Barbara Gmelch am amee i
Holdsworth, Sam Scully 16 | Psalm 107:10-16 1 Samuel 5:1-7:1 Luke 24:28-35
13 [ Mark Lesti, Dawnette Martindale, Harper 27 | Hagen Bresee, Sally Vaziri 17_ | Psalm 107:17-22 1 Samuel 7:2-8:22 Luke 24:36-53
Uffmann 18 Psalm 107:23-32 1 Samuel 9 John 1:1-13
14 | Davey Jack Frey, Delaney Messner 28 | Cindy Aspegren 19| Pealm 107:33-43 1 Samuel 10 John T:14-28
20 | Psalm 145:1-8 Jonah 3:10-4:11 Matthew 20:1-16; Philippians 1:21-30
15 | Ashley Mehrens 29 | Beau Squibb
21 Psalm 108:1-5 1 Samuel 11, 12 John 1:29-42
A N N I V E R SA R I ES 22 | Psalm 108:6-13 1 Samuel 13 John 1:43-51
23 | Psalm 109:1-7 1 Samuel 14:1-40 John 2:1-11
24 | Psalm 109:8-20 1 Samuel 14:41-15:23 John 2:12-25
12 | Jeffrey & Karen Craft (34 years) 25 | Psalm 109:21-31 1 Samuel 15:24-16:13 John 3:1-15
13 | Jason & Kristy Watkins (23 years) 26 | Psalm 110 1 Samuel 16:14-17:31 John 3:16-26
27 | Psalm 25:1-9 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Matthew 21:23-32; Philippians 2:1-13
21 | Matthew & Kyleigh Greely (8 years)
28 | Psalm T11 1 Samuel 17:32-58 John 3:27-36
3 | David & Rebecca Newman (43 years) 22 | Aaron & Meghan Eisberg (19 years) 50 | Psalm 112 1 Samuel 181197 John 41-26
6 | Howard & Rebecca Scully (29 years) 23 | Neill & Pam Barker (47 years) 30 |Psalm 113 1 Samuel 19:8-20:17 John 4:27-38
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